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It has been observed that prostitution has operated in Australia since the earliest
days of settiement: Daniels (1984), Perkins & Bennett (1985), Winter (1976). We
support the objectives and reforms outlined in the discussion paper prepared for
the Western Australian Women’s Advisory Council to the Premier: Bryski (1988).
Our submission extends the scope of debate about prostitution to include both
male and female workers in the sex industry because if legislative reform was
based on the proposition that prostitution was a consequence of unequal
relationships between males and females it would avoid the issue of male
prostitution.

If prostitution was to be legalized in Western Australia it would mean that
government would regulate the activities of a considerable number of sex industry
workers, most of whom would be females Even though male prostitution may
appear to be less frequent in this State, it may merely be ‘invisible’ because it has
not been subject to nearly the same degree of control as applied to female
prostitution in this State: Acott & Hewett (1987). Legalization would mean that
there would be criteria needed to approve which classes of persons could and
could not legally obtain income from prostitution. Though it is probable the majority
of sex industry workers who already work in parlours would accept this form of
regulation?, given that they are already regulated by the police, there must be real
concern about the class of workers who were considered as unsuitable to work in
parlours.

The current containment policy in Western Australia creates two classes of sex
industry workers, with the effect that workers who operate without police permission
are likely to supply services that expose them to greater risk. These workers, who
are mostly Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal women, operate on a number of beats
around parks in the inner city, and are testimony to the failure of policy to confine
prostitution. Workers who work outside the regulated establishments experience
considerable risk through sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV infection,
because of the difficulty in enforcing condom use. They also are exposed to
violence from customers and potential customers due to the discreet location of
some of the places they solicit custom, and from the locations and facilities they
may use to supply services.

It has been the experience of social workers familiar with sex industry workers who
operate outside of the police regulated establishments, that they often have
difficulty in obtaining police approval because they are either too young?, have a
serious drug or alcohol problem, or have an infectious disease, such as a STD
(Sexually Transmitted Disease), or infectious Hepatitis B, for instance.

! The current “containment policy” as conducted by the Western Australian Police which requires a
female who wants to work at a pariour to be vetted by the police is unsatisfactory because not only is
the woman is photographed and catalogued, she also becomes a “shadow criminal” because of the
fact the police control her opportunity to earn income.

2 The current containment policy stipulates that only women aged 21 and over may work in parlours.
Women aged 18 and over can work in the escort sector of the sex industry: Guild (1989).




















