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AESTRACT

This study surveys the first year of opiate (heroin) use of 1,100
participants in the West Australian methadone program from 1978 to 1984.

A major epidemic was found to have occurred with its peak in the
mid-1970's and there was evidence of a smaller epidemic having occurred in

1986.

The study demonstrates that data gathered from participants in a methadone
program at the time of their admission is a potentially practical,
economical and effective method of surveying trends of heroin use in the
community. Thechallenge for programs is to identify new users, who are
considered the most infectious vectors of epidemics, and provide treatment
that satisfies these individuals and dissuades them from introducing

others to heroin.

































80

70

60

1981
1980
B 1979
M 1978

50

40

30

20

>
N O
»
~
~
~
~J

6 6
< 6 8

N
BN
o))
(00]
o @

5
0

FIGURE 2' YEAR OF FIRST OPIATE USE: NEW ADMISSIONS 1978 - 1981











