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Extract from the Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly 

Wednesday, 3 August 1983. 

11. Alcohol and Other Drugs - Select Committee. 

Mr Gordon Hill, pursuant to notice, moved, -

That a select committee be appointed to review 
and report upon the services available for the 
prevention and treatment of problems associated 
with the use of alcohol and other drugs, including 
the education of the general population in the use 
of these substances. The review shall include 
consideration of: 

(a) the desirable balance of statutory and non­
statutory services; 

(b) the funding of non-statutory services; 

(c) the co-ordination of the non-statutory sector, 
and its relationship to the statutory sector; 

(d) the location of services for the treatment of 
those suffering from alcohol and other drug 
related problems; 

(e) the availability of appropriate training for those 
providing services to those suffering from alcohol 
and other drug related problems; 

(f) the breadth and variety of programmes available 
for the treatment of those suffering from alcohol 
and other drug related problems; 

(g) the adequacy of existing resources for the 
education of the general public regarding the 
responsible use of alcohol and other drugs; 

(h) the legislative remit of the Alcohol and Drug 
Authority; 

(i) the adequacy of information relating to the 
production, use and abuse of alcohol and other 
drugs in Western Australia; and 

(j) the relationship of the Alcohol and Drug Authority 
to those Government departments and instrumentalities 
having responsibilities in areas related to the use 
of alcohol and other drugs. 

Mr Williams moved, That the debate be adjourned. 

Question - put and passed. 

Wednesday, 24 August 1983. 

14. Alcohol and Other Drugs - Select Committee. 

Ordered - That this Order of the Day be now considered. 
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The Order of the Day having been read for the 
resumption of the debate on the motion moved by 
Mr Gordon Hill. 

Debate ensued~ 

Question - put and passed. 

Mr Gordon Hill moved-

That,the following members be appointed to serve on 
the Select Committee, together with the mover:- the 
Member for Pilbara (Mrs Buchanan), the Member for 
Balcatta (Mr Bertram), the Member for South Perth 
(Mr Grayden), and the Member for Subiaco (Dr Dadour) . 

Question - put and passed. 

Mr Gordon Hill moved -

That the Committee have power to call for persons and 
papers, to s on days over which the House stands 
adjourned, to move from place to place, and to report 
on 16 November, 1983. 

Question - put and passed. 

Wednesday, 16 November 1983. 

7. Select Committee on Alcohol and Other Drugs. 

The Order of the Day for the bringing up of the report 
of this Select Committee having been read, 

Mr Gordon Hill moved, 

That the time for bringing up the report of 
this Select Committee be extended for four 
weeks, being 15 December 1983. 

Question - put and passed. 

Tuesday, 20 December 1983. 

8. Select Committee on Alcohol and Other Drugs. 

The Order of the Day for bringing up of the report 
of this Select Committee having been read, 

Mr Gordon Hill moved, 

That the time for bring~ng up of the report of 
this Select Committee be extended to 1 May, 1984. 

Question - put and passed. 

Tuesday, 1 May 1984. 

5. Select Committee on Alcohol and Other Drugs. 

The Order of the Day for the bringing up of the report 
of this Select Committee having been read, 
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Mr Gordon Hill moved, 

That the time for bringing up of the report of 
this Select Committee be extended until 10 May, 1984. 

Question - put and passed. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

The Parliamentary Select Committee on Alcohol and Other 
Drugs has addressed its terms of reference conscientiously 
over a period of nine months, including :ij meetings and 
numerous visits to statutory and non-statutory agencies 
in Western Australia and other States. 

This Committee considered it necessary to visit several 
States to examine facilities and to determine the adequacy 
of the various systems on the basis of its terms of reference. 
Comparisons with other systems needed to be made. In fact, 
it may have been appropriate to examine overseas experiences, 
however the Committee took the view that difficult financial 
circumstances for Governments today had to be considered and 
therefore limited its examination of overseas systems to 
extensive research. 

The extent of the alcohol and drug abuse problem has been 
documented in many State and Australian Government reports, 
including Royal Commissions, Parliamentary Select and Standing 
Committees, annual departmental and other reports. Such 
reports usually address the obvious alcohol and other drug 
abuses without detailed examination of the true extent of the 
problem in the community. Although this Committee has been 
unable to determine with any accuracy the extent of the problem, 
it has been mindful of the fact that abuse of alcohol and other 
drugs constitutes a considerably greater problem than the 
evidence which is documented in most reports would suggest. 

The major drugs of abuse - nicotine, alcohol and pharmaceuticals -
are legally manufactured and widely accepted by the community. 
Alcohol consumption in particular is a socially acceptable 
form of drug taking. These legal, and most abused drugs, are 
the subject of enormous media attention in the form of 
advertising, and in more subtle forms. 

This Committee wishes to emphasise that the most effective 
means of minimising alcohol and other drug abuse is to 
promote healthy life-styles and this begins with parental 
example and influence. Parliamentarians and Governments can 
only take action to the extent that the community will allow 
them. 

It is apparent to this Committee that there has been a 
failure on the part of all past Governments to undertake 
any determined action to help overcome the problems of 
alcoholism amongst Aboriginals. This failure to seriously 
tackle this issue causes widespread poverty and acceptance 
by many Aborigines of alcohol as part of their way of life. 
For many, the depths of poverty, a sense of hopelessness, 
and a minority voice in the community has led to use and 
abuse of alcohol. This has been, and is, an area of 
considerable neglect. 
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There are a number of matters which have come under 
consideration by this Committee, but which do not strictly 
fall within its terms of reference. The most obvious, and 
most distressing, and a matter which cannot be ignored, is 
the question of daily breaches of the Liquor Act by some 
liquor retailers. The Liquor Act prohibits the sale of 
alcohol to inebriated persons, but this occurs frequently, 
and occurs particularly with Aborigines. The policing of 
the Liquor Act in this respect, and to a lesser degree, the 
sa of liquor to minors, appears to have been inadequate. 
Whilst increasing their sales, offenders are imposing the 
costs of this abuse on society. It is not only unlawful, 
it is also unethical. 

Other matters which warrant further consideration include 
random tests in prisons to ensure that prisoners are not 
using alcohol or other drugs, occasional use of "sniffer" 
dogs in prisons to detect drugs, and the marking of the 
passport of persons who have been convicted of serious 
drug offences. 

This report must be read in its entirety. There is 
considerable overlap between the terms of reference and 
each should not be read in isolation. Since this Committee 
commenced s deliberations, action, precipitated by this 
inquiry, has been taken on some of the recommendations. 

This Committee is pleased to see the direction that is being 
taken by the Western Australian Alcohol and Drug Authority 
in recent times. It congratulates the staff of the Western 
Australian Alcohol and Drug Authority in performing a very 
difficult and stressful task without adequate resources. 



CHAPTER TWO 

SOURCES OF FUNDING 

WA ALCOHOL AND DRUG AUTHORITY 

1 Consolidated Revenue Fund: 
operational nett expenditure 

2 General Loan Fund: 
capital projects, as approved 

3 Private borrowings: 
capital projects, as approved 

4 National Drug Education Programme 
(Commonwealth Government) 

small grant via Public Health Department 
for expenditure relating to drug education, 
excluding alcohol. This grant was $32,000 
in 1981/82; $31,000 in 1982/83; and $41,000 
in 1983/84 

5 Other: 
the Authority has on one occasion obtained 
funds from the Commonwealth Department of 
Health to undertake a specific research project 
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SOURCES OF FUNDING 

Non-Statutory Agencies 

1 WA Alcohol and Drug Authority: 
grants for agencies delivering approved 
formal rehabilitation programmes. 

2 Lotteries Commission: 
grants usually for purposes other than 
operating expenses. 

3 Department of Social Security: 
grants under the Homeless Persons Assistance 
Programme those agencies which qualify) 

4 Public Health Department: 
grants under Womens Refuges (for those agencies 
that qualify) 

5 Department of Aboriginal Affairs: 
grants to Aboriginal organizations 

6 State Treasury (Industry and Welfare Branch) 
receives applications for grants from voluntary 
and welfare organizations meeting certain criteria 

7 Community Employment Programme: 
grants to agencies to employ specified staff 

8 Telethon Foundation: 
grants to agencies who qualify 
(Note: Jesus People Inc. are known to receive 
funds from this source) 

9 Service Clubs (Lions, Rotary etc) 
grants to agencies on a one-off donation or 
"pro ject ll basis 

10 Self-help fundraising activities with the community 

11 Fees and Charges: 
for services and accommodation to clients. 
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